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SACRED HEART CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
Overview
	Detail
	Information

	Academic year that this summary covers
	2025-2026

	Date this summary was published
	March 2026

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	July 2026

	Name of the school music lead
	Mrs Rachel Sanders

	Name of school leadership team member with responsibility for music (if different)
	

	Name of local music hub 
	Oxfordshire County Music Service

	Name of other music education organisation(s) (if partnership in place) 
	Henley Music School



[bookmark: _Toc357771640][bookmark: _Toc346793418]This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our pupils’ music education. 
Part A: Curriculum music
Sacred Heart Music Curriculum Statement
[image: ]We are delighted that our school has been awarded the Music Mark. Music Mark Schools are schools that recognise the value of music education as part of a broad and balanced curriculum, engage in music development conversations with the music hub and are working on a strategy to provide a high-quality music education for all children. We have chosen to invite your school to join Music Mark because you demonstrated all of these qualities through your engagement with the Pitch Up framework.


	Music education plays a vital role in the curriculum, offering students the opportunity to explore and develop their musical talents. At Sacred Heart Catholic Primary School we use the Charanga Musical School Scheme to provide comprehensive lesson support for teachers across all year groups. The scheme accommodates both specialist and non-specialist teachers by offering detailed lesson plans, assessment tools, clear progression pathways, and engaging whiteboard resources aligning seamlessly with the national curriculum requirements.   
[bookmark: _GoBack]Encouraging mastery in musical education, the Scheme emphasises a repetition-based learning approach, enabling children to grasp musical concepts intricately.  
KS1 classes dedicated music lessons each week taught by the class teachers. There are  further opportunities for cross-curricular music making included in History and Geography, among other subjects, and assemblies. Within their music lessons pupils sing weekly, play untuned percussion and listen and appraise to a variety of music from different genres, places and time.  
Children in KS2 learn to play the violin and ukulele. These are taught by specialist music teachers. 
Learning to play an instrument as a class in school boosts children’s cognitive development, social-emotional growth, and academic performance. It enhances memory, coordination, and focus while fostering teamwork, confidence, and discipline through group collaboration. This shared experience provides a creative, inclusive outlet that strengthens neural pathways and improves self-regulation
We enjoy weekly 30 minute singing assemblies led by the music coordinator, which focus on enjoyment as well as skills development. 
When assessing the children’s progress and attainment in music, we use end of Key Stage Benchmarking documents. These have been developed to provide clarity on the national standards expected within each curriculum area at each level. Their purpose is to make clear what learners need to know and be able to do to progress through the key stages, and support consistency in teachers’ and other practitioners’ professional judgements. These are available to view on the school website.
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Part B: Co-curricular music
This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music beyond the core curriculum.
	.
.At our school, we provide a wide range of opportunities for our pupils to engage with music beyond the core curriculum. We believe that music is a vital aspect of a well rounded education, and we are committed to fostering a love for music in all our students. 
 One such opportunity is the opportunity for children to take part in Rock Steady, with partially funded places specifically allocated for our pupil premium children. Rock steady provides weekly, in-school rock and pop band lessons for children aged 4–11 across the UK. Led by expert musicians, the program teaches instruments like electric guitar, drums, keyboards, and vocals to improve confidence, teamwork, and musical skills, culminating in termly concerts
Our school choir is another avenue through which pupils can further their musical abilities. Led by the music coordinator, the choir offers students a chance to develop their vocal skills and perform at various events throughout the year, both within the school and in the broader community. For example, the School Fetes, joint concerts with other local schools as well as visiting places such as our local care homes. Choir is open to all children from Year 2 upwards and is free for all who choose to join. Pupils are encouraged to contribute ideas for repertoire each term. 
We are very proud that our School choir are the current holders of the Spirit of Christmas trophy, awarded by the mayor at the mutli schools Kenton Theatre Christmas Carol event.
Within school hours, our pupils have access to a range of music lessons taught by expert teachers – piano, guitar, drums, singing and brass. These lessons cover a variety of musical styles and techniques, allowing students to explore different facets of music and develop their talents. Piano, guitar and drums are taught by visiting teachers from the music hub, teaching a number of individual and small group lessons. Musical instruments can be hired through our local music hub, and the hub bills families directly for both tuition and hire. 
Throughout the year, our school hosts performances that showcase the musical talents of our pupils. These events provide a platform for students to demonstrate their hard work and dedication in honing their musical abilities. One of the children’s favourites is the summer Term Sacred Heart’s Got Talent show.


Part C: Musical experiences
This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.
	Each class is involved in at least one large performance each year which includes:
· Year 6 Leavers assembly/production which is performed to families and to the rest of the school.  
· •Whole School Nativity Stage Nativity to families, friends and our pre school.
· All classes have the opportunity to take part on music workshops as part of The Henley Youth Festival. This includes for example, African Drumming
· Other regular and repeat performances include:
· Weekly singing assemblies for 30 minutes •
· Annual ‘Sacred Heart’s Got Talent’ whole school talent show with an act representing each class in the school. 
· Termly concerts for children who have been learning a musical instrument throughout the year to show case their improvements to their families.
· Demonstration concerts from visiting musicians
· Each year we take the whole school on an Annual trip to the pantomime in Windsor. Taking a school to the pantomime offers significant musical benefits by immersing students in a high-energy, live performance that blends music, storytelling, and audience participation. As a form of accessible, interactive theatre, it exposes children to diverse musical styles, rhythm, and performance, often serving as a first experience of live theatre which they may not otherwise have.


In the future
This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.
	Develop our use of music technology. To enable this, we will investigate free software and CPD opportunities, as well as looking for schools to link with who have strengths in this area, using our Local Music Hub to facilitate networking.
Continue to develop our relationship with the local secondary schools to help facilitate more opportunities to share in live performances from students.
Continue to develop links with other local Primary schools to help facilitate more opportunities to share  performances from students.  
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