[image: ]
THE ARCHDIOCESE OF BIRMINGHAM
Sacred Heart Catholic Primary School
      [image: ]
                         ‘To grow in Wisdom and in Grace’

Religious Education Policy



10 | P a g e

Sacred Heart Catholic Primary  School 
Religious Education Policy
Introduction
At Sacred Heart Catholic Primary   School, Jesus Christ remains central to every aspect of school life. We aim to be a living, loving and sacramental community which is in inspired by the life of Christ and the teachings of the Church, rooted in Gospel values. We hope that from the minute you enter our school you clearly see and feel that we are a Catholic community of faith and learning.

At Sacred Heart, we offer our children an exciting and faith filled RE curriculum that is central to every aspect of school life. Through the outstanding provision we make, we ensure that children leave our school religiously literate and engaged in the world and people around them, filled with knowledge, understanding and skills so that they can reflect spiritually, think ethically and theologically, and who are aware of the demands of religious commitment and vocation in everyday life. We recognise the importance of and aim to develop a working reciprocal partnership between home, school and parish within the framework of how we deliver RE and all aspects of faith formation.

The staff team are dedicated to every stage of your child’s development in the faith and through prayer life, vocational awareness, Religious Education lessons, charitable works, Sacramental preparation, we work with you, the parent, and the Parish to make sure children growing in God’s love are prepared to live life to the fullest as Catholics who have an astute understanding of their personal and social responsibility and British Values as faith filled and loving citizens of tomorrow.

We are privileged to support our families, who are the first and most important faith educators of their children…” By their example in the home and the participation in the Mass and other Sacraments, the foundations of life long faith and discipleship in their children are laid down.” (Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales 2000).

Religious Education at Sacred Heart Catholic Primar ensures coverage of the following aspects of religious literacy through the Diocesan agreed RE programme of study (this is due to be updated during the lifetime of this policy and will require a content edit at that time):
· Morality (Christian Life)
· Doctrine (Beliefs)
· Liturgy (Church)
· Scripture (Sacred Texts)

Why is Religious Education important in Catholic Schools?
Religious Education is the "core of the core curriculum" in a Catholic school (Pope St John Paul II). Placing RE at the core of the curriculum in Catholic schools helps the school to fulfil its mission to educate the whole person in discerning the meaning of their existence, since

"Religious Education is concerned not only with intellectual knowledge but also includes emotional and affective learning. It is in the mystery of the Word made flesh that the mystery of what it is to be human truly becomes clear. Without religious education, pupils would be deprived of an essential element of their formation and personal development, which helps them attain a vital harmony between faith and culture." (CES)

This means that RE holds more status than any other subject. The foundation of the curriculum.

Furthermore, religiously literate children and young people are able to engage in a fully informed critique of all knowledge, "leading, for example, to an understanding of the relationship between science and religion or history, and between theology, sport and the human body." (CES)

Whilst evangelisation and catechesis are happening in our school, we also note the specific contribution Religious Education makes to the Catholic Life of the school and recognise that RE is also educational. It is planned, taught, assessed and monitored with the same rigour as other curriculum subjects as an academic discipline it its own right. The difference with RE is that the objectives and outcomes permeate everything that happens at Sacred Heart School, and in conjunction with the parents (as primary educators of their child), we aspire that all RE taught at this school promotes knowledge and understanding of the faith alongside academic excellence.

Our Policy for Religious Education in our School is linked to our Mission Statement.

What is the purpose of Religious Education in Catholic schools?
Catholic schools, with RE at their core, exist in order to
Help parents, priests and teachers to hand on the Deposit of Faith in its fullness to a new generation of young people so that they may come to understand the richness of the Catholic faith, and thereby be drawn into a deeper communion with Christ in his Church.

With this as their primary aim, all Catholic schools serve diverse populations of pupils and within this context the Religious Education Curriculum Directory (RECD) makes the aims of Religious Education explicit:

· To ensure that the three elements of Religious Education, Catechesis and Evangelisation co-exist, providing mutual support and reinforcement
· To present engagingly a comprehensive content which is the basis of knowledge and understanding of the Catholic faith
· To enable pupils continually to deepen their religious and theological understanding of Catholicism and be able to communicate this effectively
· To deepen understanding of scripture, the sacraments and the rituals and traditions of the Church
· To present an authentic vision of the Church's moral and social teaching so that pupils can make a critique of the underlying trends in contemporary culture and society
· [bookmark: _GoBack]To raise pupils' awareness of the faith and traditions of other religious communities in order to respect and understand them
· To develop the critical faculties of pupils so that they can relate their Catholic faith to daily life
· To stimulate pupils' imagination and provoke a desire for personal meaning as revealed in the truth of the Catholic faith
· To enable pupils to relate the knowledge gained through Religious Education to their understanding of

other subjects in the curriculum
· To bring clarity to the relationship between faith and life, and between faith and culture
· To promote and develop an appreciation of and an active participation in prayer, worship and liturgy
· To give children a sense of community and belonging to a school family, parish and the family of God, all being brothers and sisters in Christ

In RE, alongside all other aspects of life in a Catholic School, we show witness to a loving God who is at the heart of all we do, we develop active citizens who live out the Gospel values now and in the future.

At Sacred Heart, our primary aims for Religious Education lessons are to help our children to become religious and literate in their faith. There are numerous cross-curricular activities that deepen the children’s understanding that stem from Religious Education lessons, such as drama, writing, computing, art and music. In this way our children have a diversity of experience that supports their development and understanding of their Catholic faith. We aim:

· To develop an awareness and understanding of the presence of God in each individual child’s life and
to encourage a personal response to that presence
· To make clear connections between the truth of faith and each child’s lived experiences
· To allow each child to develop their conscience and make sound moral judgements based on commitment to following Christ
· To enable each child to learn and develop their full potential according to their abilities and adopt attitudes of care and respect for each other
· To teach a vibrant, interesting and academically challenging RE curriculum that motivates children to know and understand their faith
· To promote sacramental life of Christian families and to encourage parents to take an active part in the preparation of their children for the sacraments of Reconciliation, Holy Communion and Confirmation
· To foster school-parish links to ensure that our children remain exposed and committed to the Catholic faith beyond and realms of the school curriculum

Relationships and Links
Religious Education in our school is therefore an integral part of our ethos, aims and relationships, as Christian values permeate all aspects of the curriculum and all relationships that exist within our community. We make explicit and implicit curriculum links with SRE, PSHEE, Geography and Sustainable Development (Laudato Si), science etc. God’s revelation is to be found in all things - We set about achieving our aims through example and experience, as we believe that the witness of the lives of the teachers in a Catholic School is of vital importance in the school’s ministry. We believe that the children learn concern for others and their feelings, a sense of responsibility and example of real Christian love in relationships with others and behaviour by initiating the beliefs and values communicated by the staff.

RE Timetable Allocation
Religious Education is allocated a minimum of 10% of the curriculum time (10% or more as required by the Bishops’ Conference). Prayer, assemblies, Christmas plays, circle time, PSHE, citizenship and hymn practice are not included in this time. However, Mass, ‘may be considered the equivalent of half an hour of RE, but

only once in any week.’ (Communicating Christ). It is usual for all children at Sacred Heart to have 2.5 hours of taught RE each week.


RE Scheme of Work
Teaching in Religious Education should help pupils be attentive to the meaning of their experiences, illumined by the light of the Gospel, so that they may respond to God more fully. These experiences can also make the Christian message more intelligible. The approach to teaching and learning at Sacred Heart is to provide opportunities for individuals to reach their potential, feel valued and develop their self-worth. This can only be achieved through the expertise, commitment and positive influence of the staff, the parish and the parents. A variety of teaching and learning strategies will be used from across the curriculum, adapted appropriately to the needs and learning styles of pupils.

We aim to be as creative as possible in our delivery, ensuring that the taught curriculum is inclusive of all, adapted for need and allows all children the possibility to express their knowledge and faith in a variety of recording methods. It is important that all children see the value in taught RE but also see that there is no barrier to them doing as well as they can in this subject because of cognition, emotional, spiritual barriers that present themselves in other subjects. Staff are expected to be innovative in their adaptations (differentiation) so that all children can reach expected or better in RE.

The Catholic RE scheme ‘Living and Growing as the People of God’, prepared by the Archdiocese of Birmingham, is followed throughout the school. By following this strategy, continuity and progression – which are intrinsic elements of the programme – are ensured, from the planning and assessment and conducts lesson observations and book scrutinies to ensure that the scheme is closely adhered to.

As mentioned previously we make links with as many subjects and life aspects as possible to allow pupils to see their faith in real life experience. This approach enriches our whole curriculum and not just RE.

Staff plan their RE Units following an annual RE Overview, devised by the RE lead, to show when these units are best placed to take into account liturgical season and sacramental links. 

EYFS
RE lessons in EYFS are built using the CP (Continuous Provision) model but the continuous provision will all be linked to that RE lesson and will not be cross curricular. It is our belief that RE must always be taught as a discrete subject and that for children at the youngest ages of their spiritual journey, it is important that they have many practical ways to access the themes of our faith.

Year R pupils use an RE bog book to record their RE annotations and drawings. 


Vocational Education at Sacred Heart
We have long nurtured a tradition of vocational awareness and education at Sacred Heart, “Ask God, ‘What do you want from me?’ - and allow God to answer you.” (Pope Francis). God’s unique plan for us and how we will receive that call for the fulfilment of our life and His plan, will manifest in many different ways and times, and so we want our children to be attentive when that time comes and in the manner it comes.

We encourage as many children as possible to have an active ministry while at Sacred Heart – from altar service to choir, from Church Reading to charitable works, from Liturgy Leaders to School council, house captains and buddies so that they can see their faith as active encounter and opportunities to build faith relationships with others. 

Classroom Organisation
The Crucifix and a statue or image of The Sacred Heart are displayed prominently in each classroom and in central areas of the school. Within each classroom there is a prayer area and RE focus, which children are encouraged to use during collective worship and for their own personal, spiritual reflections. The prayer area is always draped with a cloth depicting the current liturgical colour. Each classroom is expected to have at least one RE display which reflects either the current topic being taught, or the liturgical time of year. The Mission is displayed in each room and pupils take time at the start of each school year to examine what it means to be part of the faith and learning community. Each class also selects their class saint for the year and these are displayed on the classroom doors.

All children from Year 1-6  have an RE workbook to record their RE taught experiences. Teachers make clear that this book is a celebration of our love for God and our experience of His revelation and as such must be treated with respect and be, in turn, a gift to God of our faith and effort. In Reception they use an RE floorbook with a new page completed each week to showcase the earliest formation experiences in our school. Each class has bibles, rosary beads and other necessary artefacts to support the wider RE development in that class.

Assessment, Recording and Reporting of RE
The assessment of individual pupils in RE is the responsibility of the class teacher, as it would be in any other curriculum area. Assessment is continuous through the units, through the strands and allows an overall judgement to be made about pupil performance.

There are 4 recurring assessment strands in the RE strategy:
· The Liturgical Year
· Scripture
· The Sacraments
· Living as Christians

Each RE Unit has a Unit Marker that is completed at the start of the unit to show prior knowledge and again at the end of the unit to show what has been learned (we have redesigned these and do not use the Diocesan versions). This marker has all of the vocabulary likely to be needed during work on that unit.


Our school follows the RE Department’s guidance with regard to assessment against national standards. Because of the large number of topics contained within the strategy, it is not possible to assess each child on each unit, every year. Therefore, a programme of assessments has been devised by the Diocese which all Catholic schools adhere to focusing on one of the 4 strands on a rolling programme over 4 years. As a result comparisons across the whole school can be made; progression by year groups can be monitored and national comparisons can be made if necessary.

We moderate standards in RE at least 2x annually (and more if possible). We track by ability or by individual pupils depending on the developmental needs in RE at the time. In moderation we use the National Attainment Descriptors for RE (Catholic), which evaluate three aspects across all units taught

· Knowledge and Understanding (Learning About)
· Engagement and Response (Learning From)
· Analysis and Evaluation


Teachers report to parents via consultations in the Autumn and Spring Terms and by a written report at the end of the school year.

The monitoring of assessment is the responsibility of the RE Subject Leader who also
· supports colleagues in their teaching by keeping them informed about current developments in RE and by providing a strategic lead and direction for this subject
· purchases and organises resources
· uses specially allocated regular subject leader time to review evidence of children’s work and to
observe RE lessons across the school
· sets whole school themed targets for each academic year;
· gives Governors a termly summary report (within the HT report) in which she evaluates the strengths and weaknesses in RE and indicates any areas for improvement

RE Baseline
All pupils in Year R complete an RE baseline when they start (updated in line with the new attainment descriptors for RE). 

















Monitoring of RE at Sacred Heart
The Religious Education leader will be responsible for:
· Writing and reviewing RE Policy
· Creating the Annual Overview for RE
· Reviewing pupil workbooks (at least 2x annually)
· Delivering/organsising staff CPD in RE alongside the HT
· Supporting the development of Sacramental life
· Working closely with the Liturgy Coordinator
· Developing programmes of spiritual formation for staff and pupils
· Provide coaching and guidance as necessary to staff in RE
· Reviewing samples of pupils’ work across the age and ability range in staff moderation
· Monitoring and evaluating medium term planning, observing lessons once in an academic year
· Conducting pupil interviews
· Analysing outcomes from end of unit using assessment sheets, including significant groups and levels of attainment work samples
· Analysing outcomes of Reception baseline assessment
· Supporting Early Career Teachers in their development of RE
· Provide resources

All outcomes from the monitoring are discussed with staff and targets set in order to raise standards in RE outcomes for pupils at all ability levels.

Adaptations to the Curriculum (Differentiation/Scaffolding)
Children with special educational needs, whether they are children with learning difficulties, or children who are able and talented in RE, will be presented with tasks to suit their ability. Differentiation for these children may be in the amount of support offered by the teacher and/or assistant, or tasks with varying levels of difficulty, including tasks which will extend the more able children’s spirituality or knowledge, understanding and appreciation of the topic being covered.

Children with natural aptitude for RE are identified and appropriate challenge is added to their study of faith to increase enjoyment and stretch their analytical opportunities. Support and intervention is put in place for specific children who enter our school from a non-faith background once they are assessed against the baseline in RE to allow them to feel the inclusive nature of Catholicism and to make comparisons with their own faith as thy study.

Displays
Displays are used as a celebration of children’s work but also as an ongoing learning wall that provides support for independent RE activities and a constant visual reminder of the aims and focus of each unit being studied. They are changed as necessary according to the unit of work. Key vocabulary, a liturgical calendar and the year’s Gospel focus must be displayed at all times. 

Marking and Feedback in RE
Work should be marked in accordance with the school marking policy. Work should be marked in relation to the learning intentions and not to any English LO that may not be adhered to in the completion of the activity. Key words must be corrected so that there is an expectation that standards in RE should and will be as high as in any other subject. Pupils are frequently referred to their Unit Marker for correct RE vocabulary. Comments should encourage children to reflect, analyse and should be interactive.

Teachers are asked to provide challenge or consolidation in RE through deeper gap questions or clarifying questions to ascertain knowledge and also gather assessment information for the more analytical aspects of the attainment descriptors. We respond to prayer but we do not critique these very personal, shared outpourings from the children that express their faith journey (unless to challenge a factual inaccuracy).

Jesuit Virtues (Catholic Pupil Profile)
Each half term, the children develop their understanding of two new virtues and strive to apply these to their everyday lives through word and deed. We celebrate the language and mission of the Jesuit approach at Sacred Heart and see the list of qualities used by our sister Ignatian schools as complementary to the work we do here, to create an "improvement in living and learning for the greater glory of God and the common good."

[image: Gospel Virtues]At Sacred Heart this is what we are growing to be, fulfilling the Catholic Church’s vision for all Catholic schools that “There is no separation between time for learning and time for formation.” and in striving to be good people we (staff and children) must live these universal virtues:

· Grateful for their own gifts, for the gift of other people, and for the blessings of each day; and generous with their gifts, becoming men and women for others
· Attentive to their experience and to their vocation; and discerning about the choices they make and the effects of those choices
· Compassionate towards others, near and far, especially the less fortunate; and loving by their just actions and forgiving words
· Faith-filled in their beliefs and hopeful for the future
· Eloquent and truthful in what they say of themselves, the relations between people, and the world
· Learned, finding God in all things; and wise in the ways they use their learning for the common good
· Curious about everything; and active in their engagement with the world, changing what they can for the better
· Intentional in the way they live and use the resources of the earth, guided by conscience; and prophetic in the example they set to others

Prayer, Liturgy and the Development of the Spirit:
We have prayer and Liturgy so that we can deepen our relationship with God together and individually. Through the many forms, we grow in spiritual, moral and liturgical understanding. We allow ourselves to grow in understanding of our living faith tradition and then develop a sense of wonder and inspiration in the person of Christ. It is through class liturgy that we share each other’s faith experiences and learn the skills of prayer and reflection. This is a very important aspect of life at Sacred Heart

The children are provided with a variety of prayer experiences and are encouraged to pray thoughtfully and with respect.

Children are encouraged to develop their individual prayer life through daily participation in morning prayers, grace before and after meals and evening prayer. They also have opportunities to participate in prayer during whole school assemblies, class based act of worship and other planned events throughout the year.

· At appropriate stages, each class experiences prayerful reflections, including silent contemplation, and short prayer services and assemblies based on topics covered in the strategy. Formal Prayers, appropriate to the age and maturity of the year group, are taught through the Strategy. Each class teacher a copy of the prayers that their class are expected to learn in each year
· Each child is also given the opportunity for sharing their personal intentions within class and through an intentions/prayer box so that family situations, illness, thanksgiving and individual concerns can be expressed and supported
· Each RE Unit concludes with a focus Prayer Service that reflects on the unit that has been covered
· Masses are timetabled in the accordance with the liturgical year with every class taking turns to lead the mass. The whole school attends and the children play a very active part in each Mass, through reading praying, singing,  altar serving and taking up the offertory. The liturgy leader is always available to help with themes
· Class Masses take place throughout the year; children use themes from RE lessons on special feast days. Parents are invited to these Masses
· Children are offered the opportunity to train as altar servers and they serve regularly at school Masses
· The children participate in weekly hymn practices, where they learn Mass responses and sing both traditional and modern hymns. The children enjoy singing a number of them sing in the school choir.
· In school we  prepare the children  for the sacraments of Reconciliation and their First Holy Communion and Confirmation. There are meetings led by Father Paul  throughout the year and these are followed by Masses, specifically for these children and they participate fully
· There are two weekly whole-school assemblies, led by the Headteacher; the first of which focuses upon the liturgical year with the relevant liturgy of the word. The second ‘Celebration’ assembly celebrates the achievements and success of our children’s God-given talents

Understanding the Liturgical Calendar
We ensure that pupils are aware of the Liturgical Calendar and key events in the Church. The symbolism of colours is made clear from the earliest days in our school: purple for penance (seen during advent and Lent), red for the Holy Spirit and martyrdom (seen at Pentecost), white, gold for important feasts and Easter, green for the ordinary times of the year, blue is associated with Mary. Some months of the year have special foci. October is the month of the Rosary, November is the month when the Holy Souls (the deceased) are prayed for, May is the month when Mary is especially remembered and June is the month of the Sacred Heart when we remember especially the great love Jesus has for us and celebrate our Feast Day.

Multifaith Exploration at Sacred Heart
At Sacred Heart Catholic Primary  School, it is important that the children have an appreciation of other faiths in different cultures. We are a Catholic School and so we do not teach other faiths in the way we teach RE, our role is to ensure Catholic children and staff are supported in their faith life, however, the teaching of world religions at prepares our pupils for life in modern Britain, giving them an understanding of the beliefs of others. 

This in turn will improve social cohesion and contribute to the common good by increasing mutual respect between those of different religions. We have 2 faith weeks throughout the year where  each year group to find out about other faith groups in our community. There is a rolling programme to ensure that all major world faiths are covered.

Through the nurturing arms of Catholicism, we ensure that children at Sacred Heart Catholic Primary know and understand that everyone’s faith journey is their own and not all people believe what we do. We know we have a role in sharing the Word with those we meet. We strive to support the notion that British Values are similar to the core Gospel Values that scaffold our faith and that only through true tolerance and respect are we living examples of our own faith. Each year group learn about aspects of different faiths, helping to further develop aspects of the children’s citizenship skills and understanding.

While remaining true to their Christian faith, the children are encouraged to acknowledge with respect the truth and value of other faith traditions and to establish good relationships with members of other faiths without prejudice. The children are also encouraged to recognise and value the international and multicultural nature of the Catholic Church.

All parents of children who have another faith or no faith, are invited to meet with the Head Teacher before accepting a place at Sacred Heart Catholic Primary  so that the nature of our school and the experience of being a pupil here is made clear from the outset. We are a welcoming and inclusive community but feel it is important that prospective parents know that our faith is the core of all provision at Sacred Heart and to be able to reflect on how to ensure their child gets the maximum positive experience from being at this school.

We expect all children who attend Sacred Heart to engage in RE, prayer and liturgy. We do not expect children of other faiths to say the Creed or any prayer that challenges their own faith doctrine.

Computing in RE
Computing will be used wherever appropriate and as facilities allow to support the development of RE. It is our intention to present the Catholic faith in a stimulating and yet reverent way, and thereby demonstrate its relevance to contemporary life by using modern technology as and where appropriate.

Arts Immersion in RE
It is part of our school curriculum intent that we immerse children in the arts across the curriculum and not just in standalone disciplines of art and music. We use statues and art as part of our worship. The visual being a support to our wider faith exploration and interpretation. The notion that the saints are never far from our thoughts as inspirational role models is supported by having their imagery displayed in many forms. That we can share the journey of Christ from birth to death to resurrection through the minds of artists scriptural interpretation and see our faith as the faithful from the earliest Christian artists to now have seen it, is an astonishing shared gift of formation and expression of spirituality.
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Pope Francis tells us that:
“Every expression of true beauty can thus be acknowledged as a path leading to an encounter
with the Lord Jesus.” (Evangelli Gaudium)

In this vein we treat art with respect as it brings us closer to God who is the divine artist and creator of all. Either as the artist or observer, all art gives s the opportunity to harness our God given talents and to see the beauty of God’s creation and our creativity within. By immersing our study of religion with art we glorify God and the teachings of the bible and remember how the Word originally came to be shared – through drawing, painting and mosaic in a world where only the rich and educated could read.

Art is therefore used to enhance RE teaching and learning at Sacred Heart as often as possible by giving pupils opportunities to analyse different artists interpretations of scripture that they are studying, in creating their own pieces of art work.

In the same way that art supports us in finding a path through the spiritual, so does music. The use of religious music at Sacred Heart to support RE, liturgy, Sacramental development and a broader understanding of the themes of the faith is significant and we are able to apply skills and knowledge from curriculum music to religious music which enhances and supports our faith life. Since songs convey emotions, expresses ideas, beliefs, festival/feast/celebration, the practise of the faith, the order of liturgy – use of music is faith affirming and allows children and staff to meditate and reflect on their faith perceptions and understanding.

Sacramental Preparation at SACRED HEART CATHOLIC PRIMARY 
RECONCILIATION
This Sacrament is celebrated before First Holy Communion. We invite parents and family to participate in the Sacrament if they are able or at least to approach the priest for a blessing. Pupils are helped to be aware of God’s love and a sense of belonging to Him and His family through Baptism. They are aware of sometimes making wrong choices; learning right from wrong and examination of conscience.

· They learn about saying sorry – Act of Contrition/Sorry Prayer
· They come to know God’s forgiveness – Absolution
· They know of the need to make resolution – Penance
· And are encouraged to do better in future – Purpose of Amendment

HOLY COMMUNION
The school works with the parish to help prepare children for this Sacrament. Parents are invited to meet with the priest, Headteacher and the Year 3 teacher and are given the outline of the programme. They are invited to work with the school and parish in preparing their child, particularly ensuring that the pupils build up their relationship with Jesus by regular family prayer and attendance at weekly Mass. Other meetings are held throughout the year and participation in Parish masses.

CONFIRMATION
Pupils in Year Six, who are baptised and have made their First Holy Communion, are invited to prepare to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation. Parents are actively encouraged to support the candidates. At the Parish Sunday Mass the candidates are welcomed and enrolled at their Mass of Commitment. Links between Baptism and Confirmation are made. Emphasis on the gifts of the Holy Spirit and their relevance to the practical situations of life are also made. The pupils are helped to

become witnesses of the Gospel and truly active members of the Church.


Equal Opportunities
The fair and equal treatment of all individuals irrelevant of race, creed, disability or gender, are integral to the Gospels’ Revelations and the Church’s message, and is therefore central to our school mission statement. All children are given equal access to the Religious Education curriculum, promoting their understanding to their full potential. A variety of teaching and learning strategies are employed to try to meet all children’s different needs e.g. whole class, group, pair, individual work, investigative, closed and open-ended activities.

Role of the Governing Body
RE is always a key part of the School Development Plan (section 1), and is reported upon termly as part of the Head teacher’s Report to Governors. Governors hold the Head Teacher and the RE Lead to account for RE standards and teaching in school. Alongside this, the Bishop’s directive for 10% RE is monitored and reviewed at least annually by the Governors for compliance. Governors are also invited to join with other members of the whole school community in the celebration of Mass and attend INSET Days relating to the Catholic Life of the School.

One member of the governing body has the role of RE Link Governor and meets regularly with the Head Teacher and RE Subject Leader. The RE Link Governor is involved in the monitoring of pupils’ work and lesson observations.

Role of the Head Teacher
The Headteacher is responsible for sustaining and developing all aspects of Catholic identity and safeguarding the Church’s teaching within the whole learning environment. From this all members of the school staff and pupils are supported in their own faith journey.

Home, School, Parish Family
We believe that parents are the first educators of their children and that we are called to support them in their God given task of nurturing their children in faith, love, and human growth. Celebrations and events related to the Catholic Life of our school are shared in school newsletters and published on the school website. Parents and families are regularly invited to join the school community in celebrations, Inspire Workshops and fundraising activities.

Parents of children in Sacramental year groups are also invited to Sacramental Meetings and Commitment at the church

Monitoring and Review of this Policy
The RE Subject Leader will monitor the implementation of the policy. All staff will be involved in evaluating the effectiveness of this policy in helping to improve standards of teaching and learning. This evaluation will inform the process for reviewing this policy.
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