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Key Stage 2 Results (End of Year 6)
The % of pupils achieving at least the expected in reading, writing and maths (combined and individually) at the end of KS2 is higher than
Local Authority and National data.

Welcome
The Governors would like to share our review of this academic year as it draws to a close. Once again, we have had a
lively and triumphant year at Sacred Heart School and one which we hope your children have found motivating and
fulfilling in of all their undertakings.

Combined
Reading
Writing
Maths

Please take a couple of minutes to read through some of the important things that have been happening at school as
we’ve grown in Wisdom and in Grace since September 2018.

Results

School
90%
94%
94%
94%

Local Authority
61%
74%
73%
75%

National
61%
71%
76%
75%

The Governing Body

It is worth celebrating once again the successes that Sacred Heart School has enjoyed this academic year thanks to our
team of dedicated and inspirational staff and talented children. Our external data is clear evidence that children attending
our school receive a first rate education. We all know that schools should not be judged on results alone, but if they
were Sacred Heart School would hold its own as can be seen in the data below:
The Department for Education measures and compares schools using SATS examinations at the end of KS2. There are
also tests in KS1 that measure pupil’s progress. These tests help us as Governors to assess strengths and areas for
focus in the following year. We are pleased to report that these results are very good throughout. We must give a special
mention to the SATS results which are excellent. We have been the leading school in Henley for the past few years and
these results show areas of improvement on even those great results. These have proved testament to the hard work of
the children and staff. We are so proud of them all.
Tables showing % pupils achieving at least the expected standard 2018-2019 at Sacred Heart, compared with at the end
of 2017-2018. New national and local data published October 2019.
EYFS Results (End of Reception)
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Table showing % pupils achieving at a great depth at the end of KS1

Reading
Writing
Maths

School
30%
20%
30%

Local Authority
27%
16%
20%

Miles Saunders
Karen Barker

Amy French
Ken Ingram
Adam Smith
Rebecca Stimpson

Key Stage 1 Results (End of Year 2)
Table showing % pupils achieving at least the expected standard
at the end of KS1
School
70%
80%
80%

Paddy Fitzpatrick

Nicola Edwards

Table showing % pupils achieving the expected standard in phonics

Reading
Writing
Maths

Each Governor is assigned a specific role, many of which require them to have regular contact with the school and work
closely with Mrs Gavin to better understand how these areas are led, managed and improved. The table below shows the
areas of responsibility that each Governor currently holds

David Connolly

Year 1 Phonics Screening Test

Achieved the
expected standard

The role of the Governing body is to work with the Senior Leadership Team (Head teacher, Assistant Head Teacher, and
Key Stage Leaders) to prepare a School Development Plan which focuses on Teaching & Learning, Academic
Performance, RE, Catholic Life & Pastoral Care, Leadership and Management and any special focus areas such as
Music, Art, Sport and Healthy Living. The Governors also monitor academic progress, support in the management the
resources of the school – finance, buildings, and strategy for investment. We regularly visit classes to observe teaching in
action in order to understand and observe first -hand the implementation of good practices. We have a Parent Governor
election upcoming in September 2019 so, if you would be interested in joining us please contact Governors at:
governors@shoodle.co.uk

National
25%
16%
21%

Luke Thompson

Chair of Governors
RE & Catholic Life
Pupil Premium
Vice Chair of Governors
Safeguarding
Internet Safety
Foundation Governor*
Data
Foundation Governor
Chair of Accounting for Resources Committee
Maths
Staff Governor
English
Parent Governor
Broad & Balance Curriculum (Incl. Art & Music)
Chair of Performance & Standards Committee
Foundation Governor
Sport
Parent Governor
Science
Foundation Governor
SEN
Foundation Governor
Performance Management

* Unlike other types of governor, the primary purpose of the foundation governor is to ensure that a Catholic school is governed in accordance with the directives of the Diocese.

Catholic Life

On July 8th Staff and Governors joined together for a retreat which focused on the values and virtues of the Catholic
Schools Pupil Profile. We considered how this is reflected in our school mission and how we might use this to build upon
our understanding of how we understand and apply the virtues to our lives. Once again thanks to Father Paul who led the
retreat.

We enjoyed some really special celebrations in May with 13 of our Year 6 children being confirmed and
15 children making their First Holy Communion. We were also delighted to be a part of Annie McDowall’s
baptism at the end of term mass before Easter.

The link between school and the parish is particularly strong. We are proud of the connection between school and parish.
Thank you to Father Paul for his on – guidance and unwavering support of the school

Sacred Heart at Large
We continue to wholeheartedly support Mrs Gavin and her team’s commitment to develop the whole child as well as to
achieve strong academic results.

Our Feast Day on June 28th was a fantastic day. Following the success of last year’s whole day of celebrations, we again
gave the whole day over to making merry! We were joined by Governors, parents and parishioners for mass at church
which was followed at school with ‘Sacred Heart’s got talent’. Thank you to SHiP who had organised lots of fun events for
children and their families to enjoy. Feast Day was the first opportunity for parents, family and friends to admire and
purchase the beautiful printed map of Henley on Thames made by the children during the artist in residence project last
summer. The map will shortly be more commercially available at a select few outlets in the town and already available
from the school office.

The brimming timetable of lessons planned by the staff ensures good coverage of all curriculum areas. The timetable is
punctuated with the use of immersion days for specific curriculum areas. Children enjoy digging deeper into subjects and
topics for full days to deepen learning and to apply skills purposefully. Parents are welcomed to experience just a small
part of this during the regular Watch us at Work days – more of these are planned for the year ahead.
What is taught at Sacred Heart is so much more than the formal education. It is also about the messages the children
receive through their experience of being at our school. The unplanned parts of the curriculum that take place outside
lesson time are just as rich and varied. Talk to any of our pupils and they will tell you how they learn from each other, the
pride they have in their care and concern for others, the high expectations for their behaviour, the community action
projects undertaken by every class and the termly focus on virtues and values that allows them the opportunity to ‘Grow
in Wisdom and in Grace.’
Sacred Heart School is amazing, however we do not rest on our laurels! As part of our commitment to ensuring that we
continue to meet the ever-changing needs and interests of our pupils in all areas of their lives, the staff have conducted a
complete review of the curriculum. A huge amount of research has been undertaken resulting in a new approach with a
focus on “connectedness” This new approach pre-empts the new framework directives from Ofsted and puts us on a very
good footing for future inspections. The school will proudly unveil these in the next academic year.

We would like to extend our thanks to the SHiP committee for all they have done in support of the school and especially
to Chairman Tim Dickson, Treasurer Emily Burton and Secretary Victoria Saint who will step down at the end of this
academic year.
The school has enjoyed many celebrations throughout the liturgical year to which Governors have been delighted to
attend. So many parents have also attended these masses and commented about how much they enjoy the opportunities
to be a part of collective worship with their children.
The Year 6 children thoroughly enjoyed their retreat to Stonor Park. The day long retreat took place at Stonor House. The
children were asked to reflect on the sacrifices that previous generations have made for their faith, and in particular to
create their own ‘Decem Rationes’ - reasons why they would want to be a Catholic today, and the witness the reception of
the Sacrament of Confirmation will offer them to live their faith in the future. Finally, we will celebrated Mass of the Holy
Spirit, in the ancient chapel to reflect on the gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit, given to enable them to live out the reasons
why they want to be Catholic today.

As a Catholic school it is our responsibility to care for those who are disadvantaged in any way. As last year, class
community action projects were chosen that linked with the school’s intention that the children in our community
understand their obligation to others and the world around them. These projects included forging stronger links with the
residents of Hanover House, developing a charitable partnership with Chiltern Court Care Centre, conservation and
environmental projects, litter picking, fundraising events, the no idling campaign and the campaigns against climate
change.

Music

Sport

Research has shown that musical training can change brain structure and function for the better. It can also improve longterm memory and lead to better brain development for those who start at a young age.

This year, the School has held a number of events beyond our standard PE provision to promote sport. This has included
the introduction of the ‘daily mile’ across all year groups, an even wider range of team games, ‘friendly’ tournaments
against neighbouring schools, KS1 & KS2 multi skills tournaments, team sporting tournaments, bikeability and more.
It is so gratifying to know that the children are being challenged and encouraged to be fit and active in so many different
ways. There are exciting plans in the year ahead for developing this even further.

As Governors, we share the passion and enthusiasm that the school holds for music and so are always delighted to hear
about the many musical opportunities on offer to children. The provision for music has increased once again this year with
ever increasing numbers of children making the most of being given the opportunity to learn to read music and play an
instrument.

We have signed up for the Interschool sports competition alongside the partnership schools for next academic year. The
schedule of events that we have received so far is below:

Our children have been involved in many community events including The Henley Music Concert,
The Spirit of Christmas, The Henley Festival Family Day, performances from the choir in the community and the usual
annual activities such as the Harvest Cream Tea and recent summer concert. Children are offered the opportunity to play
drums, brass and guitars for free and there are many other opportunities to learn to play piano and woodwind for those
wishing to.

To supplement this schedule, we intend to put together a programme of events across the school offering the children an
opportunity to play ‘friendly’ matches against schools in the partnership. We have partnered with Shiplake College who
have graciously offered us the use of their mini buses to transport the children to these events. A note of thanks to our
sports coaches Nick and Jodie who have worked tirelessly this year to promote sport in school.

Thank you
The Governors would like to thank Mr Steele for his many years of service and wish him well for the future as he takes up
his new position of Junior School IT & Computer Studies Teacher at Reddam House School in Wokingham. We would
also like to thank Mrs Ede who will also leave at the end of this academic year as she is retiring.
We would like to thank Mrs Gavin for her energy and dedication to our lovely school always dispensed with a smile on her
face. She and her team have encouraged a sense of purpose and freedom in all the children to explore their potential.
We would like to extend our particular congratulations to Year 6 who leave us as multi- talented young people, ready to
take on new challenges and adventures at their secondary school.
To conclude we wanted to share with you a prayer we use to close our Governor meetings
Dear Lord, we pray for our dreams of
community will be realised.
a community where our lives are lived out
with caring at the centre;
a community where strangers become friends
through stories told and time shared;
a community where all find acceptance,
where everyone’s worth is applauded,
where diversity is celebrated;
a community of servants,
workers together with a vision of a new kingdom;
although we have come far, we have far yet to travel,
Amen
We wish you all a restful summer break and look forward to seeing you and welcoming our new families in September.

Paddy Fitzpatrick, Chair of Governors, July 2019

